Beech High School
Summer Reading
The information included is specific for each grade and course level.
Students, please make sure you have added yourself to the appropriate
Summer Reading Google Classroom.
Summer reading assignments should be submitted by ALL BHS students (regardless of
when you have English, fall 2021 or spring 2022 semester,) by Friday August 6, 2021.

If you have questions, you can contact the following teachers:
Freshmen - Matthew.Tremblay@sumnerschools.org
Sophomores – Karissa.Earlie@sumnerschools.org
Juniors – Chad.Murphy@sumnerschools.org
Seniors – Jennifer.Gulotta@sumnerschools.org

English IV – class of 2022 (Seniors)
Standard and Honors English IV students – Choose ONE of the following for your summer
reading:
Shoe Dog: A memoir of Creator of Nike by Phil Knight
Every Day I Fight by Stuart Scott
Kisses from Katie: A Story of Relentless Love and Redemption by Katie Majors
Making My Pitch: A Woman's Baseball Odyssey by Ila Jane Borders, Jean Hastings Ardell, and Mike
Veeck
A Deadly Wandering: A Tale of Tragedy and Redemption in the Age of Attention by Matt Richtel
AP Literature and Composition students – Read the following for your summer reading:
Crime and Punishment by Fyodor Dostoevsky
Dual Enrollment students
Upon the desecration of your Vol State Teacher when school begins – It is highly recommended that you
choose one or two of the above-mentioned selections.
Expectations of this summer reading are:
1. Join the summer reading Google Classroom for your grade/class.
2. Read your selected book prior to class.
3. Complete the assignment that accompanies your book(s).
4. Submit the assignment by Friday August 6, 2021 to the Google Summer Reading Classroom.
The senior’s summer reading Google classroom code is: ueadlqu
Senior Summer Reading Welcome Video:
https://www.loom.com/share/7c9a62956ff94d4fb303c0344ee836af

Summer Reading Choices:
Seniors Standard/Honors
During your senior year English course, you will be reflecting back on your journey in life building up to where
you are today. As a part of this, you will be writing an autobiography about portions of your life. To help you
see what this type of writing looks like as well as to inspire you with some fantastic life stories, you will be
selecting a memoir to read as your summer reading book. A memoir is a nonfiction book written about a
person’s life. You need to choose ONE of the following memoirs to read by the first day of the fall semester.
In addition, you should complete the assignment that is attached to show your understanding of your reading.
If you want to choose the best book for you, we highly recommend that you search reviews for each book that
you are considering and decide which person’s life might appeal to your interests.

Summer Reading Program Assignment: Seniors
After reading, you should fill out this worksheet as a way to pull out the most important parts of book, which will help you prepare for
a writing assignment that we will do in class when school starts. You should not try to fill this sheet out as you read as you will not be
able to show your full understanding. Bring this completed sheet with you to your English class the first week of school.
Please write the book that you chose below. Cite it using MLA citation as accurately as you can.

1. What was the author like? How do you know? Who in your life is most like or unlike this person? This should be a
detailed answer. After explaining this, please indicate a quote (along with page number) said by your author that captures
his/her personality. This should be a minimum of five sentences plus a quote.

2.
What was the timeline of their life that they told you about? Please list the main events that the person discussed.
You should make marks on the timeline to indicate the major events that the author discussed. This may be his/her whole
life or a smaller section of it.

3.
If you could sit down with the author of your book and ask him/her one question, what would it be? Why would
you be interested in his/her answer?

4.
For the following boxes, you should indicate what you believe to be the 5 most important quotes in your book.
Please note that these quotes SHOULD NOT be repeated quotes from the first page of this worksheet. After writing your
quotations, you should explain, in detail, why you chose each quote and why you feel the quote is significant to the book
as a whole. Your teacher should be able to see your understanding of the memoir in your explanation of the significance.
Be thorough! Each of these is worth 2 points, one for choice and one for significance.

Important Quotation

Page
number

Explanation of Significance to the Memoir

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

5.
Out of all of the quotes above, which one do you believe is the most important to the book as a whole? Why? Be
specific in explaining this.

English III – class of 2023 (Juniors)
Standard and Honors English III Students – Choose one of the following for your summer reading:
The Glass Castle by Jeanette Walls
Into the Wild by John Krakauer
AP Language and Composition Students – Read both of the following:
Thank You for Arguing – Jay Heinrichs
Born a Crime – Trevor Noah
Expectations of this summer reading are:
1. Join the summer reading Google Classroom for your grade/class.
2. Read your selected book prior to class.
3. Complete the assignment that accompanies your book(s).
4. Submit the assignment by Friday August 6, 2021 to the Google Summer Reading Classroom.
The juniors’ summer reading Google classroom code is: maad72r
Junior Summer Reading Welcome Video:
https://www.loom.com/share/34e52df9ba664060b1e42dbbfc474bce?sharedAppSource=personal_library

Summer Reading Choices:
Juniors Standard/Honors
Directions: Use MLA format and submit in a Google Document by Friday August 6, 2021.
1st paragraph
Mention the author and title of the work. Tell what genre it is categorized as. Give a
synopsis of the work. Detail the major themes at work in the novel.
2nd paragraph
Identify the protagonist and provide a description. Identify any antagonist and provide a
description. Identify the setting and its significance to the plot of the novel. What is the
point of view of the novel?
3rd paragraph
Explain the conflicts and climax of the novel. What ideas are at odds with one another?
What are the internal and external conflicts? Is the climax a physical one or is it one that
is internalized within the protagonist. How are the conflicts and climax resolved?
4th through 5th paragraphs
Choose 2 of the following literary techniques and write a paragraph for each one
identifying how the author uses them to convey the themes in his or her writing.
Allusion
Colloquialism (regional slang)
Diction (word choice)
Flashback
Foil (a character who represents characteristics, values, ideas, etc., which are directly
opposed to those held by the protagonist)
Foreshadowing
Imagery
Irony (verbal, situational, and dramatic)
Metaphor
Motif (a recurring theme that helps convey the message of the work)
Oxymoron (a combination of contradictory terms)
Paradox (a statement that seems contradictory but is nonetheless true)
Structure (the organization of the work of literature)
Style (the way the novel is written)
Symbolism
Tone
6th paragraph
This will be your closing paragraph. Did you enjoy this book? Would you recommend
this to someone else? Do you think it is important to read for entertainment/pleasure?

AP English Language and Composition Summer
Assignment 2021
Beech High School – Summer 2021
This summer assignment offers you a chance to create a database of information you will use throughout the
school year. You are required to actively engage in reading and writing prior to taking this class. You will
compile a digital portfolio of analysis and writing in the Summer Reading Google Classroom based on your
experiences as a reader and a writer.
This will be due August 13th and will be a significant portion of your 1st quarter grade.
I look forward to working with you next year. If you have any questions regarding this assignment, you can
email me at pam.hall@sumnerk12.net.
Students, join our AP Lang Summer Reading Google Classroom: lyqybsx
Digital Portfolio Requirements
Required Materials:
Technology
Join the Google Classroom using the code above
Required Texts:
● Thank You for Arguing, Third Edition: What Aristotle, Lincoln, and Homer Simpson Can Teach Us About the
Art of Persuasion by Jay Heinrichs.
● Born a Crime by Trevor Noah
Assignment #1(30pts): Read Thank you for Arguing by Jay Heinrichs Chapters 1-18 pgs 1-214
As you read the text, create digital flashcards using the template provided on Quizlet for the following:
●
Each bold vocabulary word
●
Each “Useful Figure” box
●
Each “Meanings” box
●
Each “Argument Tool” box
Your card should have the category title, the word, and the page number in parenthesis on one side and your
definition, example, and/or a summary of the information on the other side. Submit your cards by submitting the
link to your set in Google Classroom
Note: I’m not looking for the book definition, you have those already. I’m looking for you to make sense of the
words and tools. These cards are for you to use ALL YEAR as a reference.
*If the vocabulary word shows up in more than one of the boxes, you only need one card, but you can add extra
information to your existing card if it is given.
Sample Card:

Reframes an argument by changing the question asked
Ex:
1: Who used all the toothpaste?
Useful Figure: Syncrisis
(3)

2: That’s not the point, is it? The point is how we’re going to keep this
from happening again.
*think politician avoidance tactics

Assignment #2 (20pts): After reading Thank You For Arguing In the margins of each chapter, there are
boxes that say “Try this….” Choose THREE “Try this” techniques and try them. Type a 100-250 word journal
entry explaining your process for each one you tried and the outcome of each.
Assignment #3 (30pts): Read Born a Crime by Trevor Noah As you read Born a Crime, use the provided
template on Google Classroom to track which techniques from Thank You For Arguing you see in the book.
You must have a minimum of TEN entries.
Assignment #4 (20pts): Write an Argument Noah argues for a complete understanding of the atrocities and
the legacies of apartheid in South Africa. When describing Alexandra, he compares it to the “slums in Mumbai
or the favelas in Brazil” (p. 202).
Review Jay Smooth’s video that explains institutionalized racism.
Type a 250-500 word response that argues how institutionalized racism has affected Alexandra and other places
in South Africa and what that racism suggests about the impact of upward mobility and the possibility of
equality for black South Africans.

English II – class of 2024 (Sophomores)
Standard and Honors English II Students – Choose one of the following for your summer reading:
Long Way Down by Jason Reynolds
Poet X by Elizabeth Acevedo
The Serpent King by Jeff Zenter
Expectations of this summer reading are:
1. Join the summer reading Google Classroom for your grade/class.
2. Read your selected book prior to class.
3. Complete the assignment that accompanies your book(s).
4. Submit the assignment by Friday August 6, 2021 to the Google Summer Reading Classroom.
The sophomores’ summer reading Google classroom code is: f7mubko
Sophomore Summer Reading Welcome Video:
https://sumnerschoolsmy.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/chad_murphy_sumnerschools_org/EX71iHjzFutPp5JfaQRFYMBhBHieAtPe_mOXojbhP_Jpg?e=5SbmXV

Summer Reading Choices:
Sophomores Standard/Honors
Choose THREE of the following project options to complete for your summer reading assignment. Your
THREE options must make a straight line, like a winning tic tac toe game.
All written responses should reflect knowledge of the story with specific references to the text to receive full
credit.
For standard English II students, your responses MUST be AT LEAST 25 words EACH.
For honors English II, your responses must be AT LEAST 50 words EACH.
Written or Project: Choose 3
events from your text. Identify the
causes for each event. Represent
this understanding by creating a
graphic organizer, writing in
paragraph form, or drawing
pictures. Whatever you choose, the
cause and effect relationship must
be established.

Written or Project:
Identify the novel’s
protagonist(s). What
antagonist(s) actively
work against the
protagonist. How does
this character force the
protagonist to grow?

Project: Create a timeline of
important events from the
novel. Identify THREE specific
events where the main character
could have made a different choice
that would have changed the story’s
ending. For EACH, identify what the
other choice could have been and
HOW it would have impacted the
story’s conclusion.

Written: Where and when do
the events in your text take
place? What role does the
setting play? How might a
change of setting alter the
story?

Project: Create a video
(book trailer) that
summarizes your book
without giving away the
good stuff.

Written: Create a letter, written to
an advice columnist, in the voice of
the protagonist, seeking advice
regarding one of his/her/their
conflicts. Include specific details
from the text. You will then write
your specific advice to the character
regarding how you think he/she/they
should handle the issue.

Project: Identify a main theme
that runs throughout the
novel. How is it
introduced? Trace the theme’s
development throughout the story.

Written: Write an
epilogue, mimicking the
structure and style of your
novel choice.

Written: What is unusual about the
way this story is presented? How
does the novel’s text structure affect
the plot?

English I – class of 2025 (Freshmen)
Standard and Honors English I Students – Choose one of the following for your summer reading:
Legend by Marie Lu
What The Internet Is Doing To Our Brains by Nicholas Carr
The Other Wes Moore: One Name, Two Fates by Wes Moore
Expectations of this summer reading are:
1. Join the summer reading Google Classroom for your grade/class.
2. Read your selected book prior to class.
3. Complete the assignment that accompanies your book(s).
4. Submit the assignment by Friday August 6, 2021 to the Google Summer Reading Classroom.
The freshmen summer reading Google classroom code is: elz5zqz
Freshmen Summer Reading Welcome Video:
https://www.loom.com/share/0e8da0efa8c840458db0728e75b3b248

Summer Reading Choices:
Freshmen Standard/Honors
Beech High School – Summer 2021
Choose only ONE of the following texts to read over the summer:
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

The Other Wes Moore by Wes Moore
The Shallows: What the Internet is Doing to Our Brains by Nicholas Carr
Legend by Marie Lu
Expectations and Requirements:
Format: Times New Roman font, 12 pt., double spaced
Your response must be a minimum of 2 pages
Your response must be YOUR OWN! Any response that is found to be plagiarized will be scored a zero.
The plagiarism checker on Google is activated!!
Apply the standard conventions and mechanics of English (proper grammar, punctuation, etc.)
ASSIGNMENT OPTIONS

Directions for Assignment #1: Only to be completed if you read Legend by Marie Lu
Rebellion is one of the larger themes in Legend. Who is the bigger rebel, Day or June? What does “rebellion”
mean for either Day or June? Use evidence from the book to support your argument.
Directions for Assignment #2: Only to be completed if you read The Shallows: What the Internet is Doing
to Our Brains
Assume that you are the author of the nonfiction book The Shallows: What the Internet is Doing to Our Brains
by Nicholas Carr. Compose a speech that focuses around the argument he makes in his novel.
Directions for Assignment #3: Only to be completed if you read The Other Wes Moore
What made the author Wes Moore traditionally more successful than the other Wes Moore?
In your response, consider the many influences on each Wes Moore’s life, such as family, friends, education,
the neighborhood, or the environment. Consider, too, each man’s personality and actions. You should support
your answer with detailed evidence from the book The Other Wes Moore.

SUMMER READING 2021 VIDEO INFO

Upcoming Freshmen:
https://www.loom.com/share/0e8da0efa8c840458db0728e75b3b248

Upcoming Sophomores:
https://sumnerschoolsmy.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/chad_murphy_sumnerschools_org/EX71i
HjzFutPp5Jf-aQRFYMBhBHieAtPe_mOXojbhP_Jpg?e=5SbmXV

Upcoming Juniors
https://www.loom.com/share/34e52df9ba664060b1e42dbbfc474bce?shared
AppSource=personal_library

Upcoming Seniors:
https://www.loom.com/share/7c9a62956ff94d4fb303c0344ee836af

